
 

Letter sounds that junior secondary students may have become familiar with by the start of KS3
Letter sounds that may be new or problematic to junior secondary students

  

 

Consonant Letter Sounds 
Consonant letter sounds Consonant digraph letter sounds Consonant blend letter sounds 

 Initial Ending  Initial Medial Ending  Initial Ending 

b bear crab ch choose exchange search bl blog  
c (hard) care music ch (the letter  

sound “k”) 
character echo stomach 

cl class  
c (soft) cell once dw dwarf  
d delay food ch (the letter  

sound “sh”) 
chef machine  

fl flat  
f find beef pl please  
g (hard) goose dig sh share fashion rubbish sl slim  
g (soft) gentle large ck   attack br break  
h hug  gh (the letter  

sound “f”) 
  laugh 

cr crime  
j jar  dr draw  
k keep think ph (the letter  

sound “f”) 
phone elephant graph 

fr front  
l life girl gl glad  
m mobile room sc (the letter sound  

“s” – unvoiced) 
Science adolescent  

gr great  
n number cartoon pr pretty  
p pick keep th (voiced) this father with tr trip  
r rare  th (unvoiced) think nothing earth sc (the letter  

sound “sk”) 
scan  

s (voiced)  has ng   ring 

s (unvoiced) sale bus Consonant trigraph letter sounds sk skin ask 

t ticket hit  Initial Medial Ending sm smart  

v visit believe sch (the letter  
sound “sh”) 

schedule (the British  
pronunciation) 

  
sn snack  

w web  sp speak crisp 

x (the letter  
sound “ks”) 

exit box 
tch  kitchen catch st stop last 

 sw switch  
y yes  tw twist  
z zoo quiz ft  left 

 

ld  gold 
    lf  shelf 
    lk  milk 
    lm  film 
    lp  help 
    lt  belt 
    mp  jump 
    nd  mind 
    nk  bank 

       nt  aunt 
       ct  collect 
       xt  next 

 
      chr (the letter 

sound “cr”) 
Christmas  

       fth  fifth 
       lth  health 
       mpt  prompt 

 
      sch (the letter 

sound “sk”) 
school  

       scr screen  
       shr shrimp  
       spl splash  
       spr spray  

       str  street  

       thr throw  
       thw thwart  

 
 
 

 


